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Mammal Survey: Kooyoora State Park 
Author: Cynthia Watkins 


The Mammal Survey Group held a trapping excursion in the Kooyoora State Park from April 22 to 
30. All information gained has been forwarded to the Department of Conservation Forests and 
Lands (Victoria) to assist the National Parks and Wildlife Division to assess the mammal 
population of the park. 


Kooyoora State Park was proclaimed in November 1985 and encompasses 3455 hectares of North 
-Central Victoria's outstanding features. Granite tors provide a panoramic backdrop for the variety 
of vegetation communities whilst the colourful history adds to the park's value. Aboriginal tribes 
sheltered in natural fissures formed by the splitting of weathered granite. 


These shelters, loosely called ‘caves’, are also reputed to have been used as a hideout by Captain 
Melville, a bushranger who was active during the gold-rush days. He carried out maurauding 
raids throughout the goldfields extending from the Northern end of the Grampians, where he held 
up coaches travelling through from South Australia, to the gold escort route between Mc Ivor 
(Heathcote) and Kyneton. Along with his gang he was caught and sentenced to a term of Life 
Imprisonment but he died prematurely in prison, the official verdict being that he had hanged 
himself. 


The Park Ranger, John Kneebone, selected an area extending from Hope Creek Valley Road 
through to Kirwan's Road for the trapping survey. Just over 100 traps were set in different 
habitats: Red Ironbark Forest; high stony Grey Box terrain; rough, rocky granite terrain; wet, 
swampy creek flats covered with Blakeley's Red Gum. Twenty-two members and friends assisted 
with the traps during the week-long survey. The Yellow-footed Antechinus (Antechinus flavipes) 
was the most frequent visitor to the traps, some individuals being re-captured on 2 and 3 
occasions. The creek flats were the most successful trapping areas although a high, rocky Grey 
Box area also ‘produced’ a colony of Antechinus living in the dead hollow timber on the floor of 
the forest. 


Several introduced rats (Rattus rattus) were trapped in the granite rock area; in this area, 2 Black 
Rock-skinks (Egernia saxtillis) also sampled our baits of peanut butter, honey and oatmeal. 


Spotlight excursions took us, first, through the State Park along Hope Creek Valley Road 
returning along Old Kingower Road, while the second outing was through the State Forest 
between Kingower and Inglewood. Graham Baxter proved to be the best night-spotter, finding an 
Owlet Nightjar and an Echidna on the ground. Possums (Brush-tailed and Ring-tailed), Swamp 
Wallabies, Grey Kangaroos, Tawny Frogmouths and the ever-present Chough's nests kept all of 
us intent during the spotlighting trips. 


We camped at a delightful area on Bruce Needs' property. The campout and trapping expedition 
was a great success but was marred by an unfortunate accident when a dead branch being collected 
for firewood rolled over and gashed a large piece from Marcus Mawby's leg. Although Marcus 
spent over a week in hospital we are pleased to report that he is making a good recovery; we all 
wish him well during his recuperation. 


Fairy Shrimps 
Author: Jan Fenselau 


The Mammal Survey Group's Trap-out at Kingower in April, turned up more than mammals! 


In an old digger's hole containing temporary water, my young son Paul collected some Fairy 
Shrimps. They measured approximately 30 mm long, didn't have a carapace, and swam along on 
their backs by means of what appeared to be waving fronds (thoracic appendages) on their chests. 
They all had large, prominent genitalia with a bright, blue spot, and were obviously males. The 
eyes were quite prominent on small stalks, and each Fairy Shrimp had large, waving head 
appendages (second antennae) which are much longer on males than females and serve as a sexual 
grasping apparatus. 


Anostraca, or Fairy Shrimps, occur in all Australian States but are very restricted locally. Some. 
genera live in salt lakes, however, species of the genus Branchinella live in temporary fresh water 
and I believe that the specimens that Paul collected probably belong to this genus which has 19 
species currently recognised. All of the Anostraca have eggs resistant to dessication and it doesn't 
matter if their habitat dries up periodically. They feed on microorganisms which they collect in a 
groove at the base of the waving thoracic appendages which are also used for swimming and 
breathing. 


None of the other Club members participating in the Kingower trapping activities had seen this 
species of Fairy Shrimp before with its distinctive bright blue spot. 


Fairy Shrimps (approximately 5 times life-size): copied from a photograph taken by Cynthia 
Watkins. 


Excursion Report: Korong Vale 
Author: Win Demeo 


On Sunday, May 14, 24 members and friends of the Club went to an area near Korong Vale 
which is part of the Wychitella State Park . We drove to the top of Mt. Egbert, from which we 
could see tor miles, and where we also saw Rock Correa and a Peregrine Falcon. After lunch we 
drove to another area of the Park where we saw Flame Heath, Eggs and Bacon, Prickly Pear, a 
Fork-tailed Kite, a Flame Robin, and a White-cheeked Honeyeater. 


Some of us walked to an old mining area where we saw one un-capped shaft which was quite 
deep. Before we left for home we climbed up a hill to see a disused Mallee Fowl's nest which our 
leader told us was in use until 3 years ago. He said that they do not use the same nest every year 
and possibly they will return to this one that we saw. Thanks to Bob Johnston for leading the 
excursion. 


The presence of 2 dogs during part of this excursion suggests that there may be new members or 
friends of the Club who do not realise that it is a BFNC rule that: 


Dogs or cats are not to be taken on 


‘Club Excursions 


East Loddon Nature Notes: Trees and shrubs native to the Shire of East Loddon 
Author: Tony Ford 


This list of trees and shrubs native to the East Loddon area has been compiled by Bill and Gwen 
Twigg who would be pleased to be told of other plants which need to be added to their list. Being 
native to the area, these plants are well-suited for planting here; a source of cheap, good quality 
plants is the Natural Resources Conservation League's Nursery at Echuca, which stocks many of 
these species. 


Botanical name 


Common name 


Acacia acinacea Gold Dust Wattle 
Acacia osswaldii Umbrella Wattle 
Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 
Acacia salicina Willow Wattle 
Bursaria spinosa Sweet Bursaria 
Callitris preissti Native Pine 
Allocasuarina luehmanniti Buloke 

Eucalyptus camaldulensis Red Gum 

Eucalyptus largiflorens Black Box 
Eucalyptus melliodora Yellow Box 
Eucalyptus microcarpa Grey Box 

Eutaxia microphylla Eggs and Bacon 
Hakea tephrosperma Hooked Needlewood 
Muehlenbeckia cunninghamii Tangled Lignum 
Myoporum platycarpum Sugarwood 
Pittosporum phillyreoides Weeping Pittosporum 


Mammal Survey Group Meeting Notes, May 1989 
Author: Bill Holsworth 


Todd Soderquist, a graduate student from Monash University, was the guest speaker at the May 
monthly meeting held at the home of Carol and Ian Fenselau. The 20-plus members were treated 
to an excellent presentation of the biology and conservation problems of the Western Quoll 
(Dasyurus geoffroii ), otherwise known as the Black-tailed Native Cat or Chuditch. Todd and his 
wife studied populations of the Quoll in the Jarrah forests of Western Australia which is the last 
refuge of this species that in the early 19th Century occupied a large part of the continent. Todd 
placed radio transmitters on animals so that he was able to follow individuals for repeated and 
extended observations; he is now starting a study of Tuans (Phascogale tapoatafa) and will 
probably be working in the Whipstick or Mt Alexander area. 


Next meetings: 
20 July - Rob and Glenise Moors' home, Sedgwick (39 6254) 
17 Aug - Carol and Bill Holsworth's home, 13 Nabilla Cres. Strathdale (43 4063) 


Mammal Survey Group Excursion Notes: Kooyoora State Park 
Author: Bill Holsworth 


The major trapping program for this autumn at Kooyoora State Park from April 22 to 30, resulted 
in the capture of 17 female and 10 male Antechinus flavipes, one Brush-tailed Possum and 4 Black 
Rats. The excellent success in trapping Antechinus provides good information on habitat selection 
and trap preference for this species. The Mammal Survey Group wishes to thank all the members 
of the Club who helped in this eight night trapping effort. Spotlighting on April 22 and 29 was 
rewarded with sightings of both Brush-tailed and Ring-tailed Possums as well as several Grey 
Kangaroos, Swamp Wallabies, and birds. 


On May 3, the Mammal Survey Group trapped 42 bats at the Lake Weeroona picnic pavillion. 
There were still more present in the rafters when the Group quit. All the bats were Gould's 
Wattled Bats (Chalinolobus gouldii). They were weighed, measured, tagged and released that 
evening. More trapping of the colony is planned for later in the year, and an extended study of this 
population is contemplated. 


Bird Observers Group Report: May 1989 
Author: Nancy Stone 


Twenty-six members were present at the May meeting, when a study was conducted of the 
Group's three ‘target birds’, the Australian Hobby (Falco longipennis), the White-winged Triller 
(Lalage suerii), and the Pallid Cuckoo (Cuculus pallidus). 


The records of sightings made since the inception of the Bird Observers Group were used. With 
the help of Glenise Moors, Don Franklin and Peter Allen, we collated this information (contained 
on the observation forms) into graphs which showed the years, months, and in what numbers each 
of these birds had been observed in the Bendigo district. 


They also revealed a need for the study to be continued and members were urged by Glenise 
Moors, to report all sightings to the group so that a more accurate and comprehensive picture may 
emerge. 


The cultivation of terrestrial orchids - part 4 
Author: Tom Patullo 


April Events 

"It looks like being one of those years" was my response when, early in April, Rod told me that he 
had found a colony of Prerostylis revoluta (the Autumn Greenhood) in a space no larger than the 
kitchen table, in which he counted 70-odd flower stems rising. 


‘One of those years’ refers to a year when this orchid flowers in such profusion. In 25 years and 
more of hunting and reporting native orchids in our region I have only known of such years on 3 
occasions when colonies of the Autumn Greenhood flower so abundantly. The usual sight is a 
carpet of basal leaves covering such an area as above and perhaps 10 or 12 flowers. 


This orchid being a member of the Cauline group of Greenhoods, has both flowering and non- 
flowering plants; the flower stems always appear first, while the basal leaves, which are from the 
non-flowering plants, may not appear until 10 or 20 days later. this is the reason why Rod 
reported flower stems only, and no mention of basal leaves. 


With the arrival of April there are many baby orchids appearing in the pots in the shadehouse, 
however, there were several pots which I was beginning to think were a bit on the slow side so I 
went fossicking very carefully with a thin cane skewer through the Casuarina mulch looking for 
the fine growing tips. While thus occupied I noticed that the mulch seemed to have turned into a 
fairly tough layer with the result that I found a couple of tender shoots turned over, evidently 
unable to pierce this tough layer. This got me thinking. I remembered that the last lot of Casuarina 
needles I had gathered were scraped up from the ground under the tree; I had gathered a little too 
deep! Consequently, I had gathered some top-soil with the needles which had caked to form a 
fairly tough layer. I had recently seen a number of cultivated terrestrial orchids in pots which had 
been mulched with fine sand instead of Casuarina needles and I had been struck by the neat 
appearance of the pots with the young, green basal leaves lying neatly on the clean sand. In these 
pots the mulch appeared to have been fine beach sand but I decided to experiment with fine granite 
sand which is readily available in this area. 


I filled a dummy pot with basic mix and mulched the surface with fine granite sand, sieved and 
washed 3 times to remove any trace of clay which might cause caking. After watering, I put this 
pot aside to water occasionally when I was watering my orchids and I will watch it closely for any 
signs of caking. Depending on the results of this experiment I will consider whether to change 
over to sand-mulching of all of my pots next year. 


How much is a pot of terrestrial orchids worth? I was amazed to find out just how much when I 
travelled down to Melbourne with a friend to attend the Melbourne Native Orchid Society meeting 
at which the item of the evening was a well organised auction sale of native orchids. 


After looking over the pots for sale I fell in love with a dainty little orchid growing in a small pot. 
It was in flower almost fully out and only 5cm tall; the species was Pterostylis truncata, commonly 
known as Little Dumpy. When its turn came the bidding started at $4, I dropped out at $9 and it 
was sold for $11, so I came away empty handed. This was by no means the highest price reached 
during the night as‘a pot of Prerostylis revoluta with only 3 flowers sold for $20. Such was the 
demand for plants that, on several occasions, the President of the Club, who was conducting the 


auction, refused to take further bids when the bidding reached $25. He said that, in his opinion, 
the price was going too high and he then left the bidders and seller to negotiate between 
themselves. 


Further discussion on the roofing of the orchid shadehouse 
In part 2 of this series of articles, I said that a solid roof to protect the plants from rain was optional 
in our district and, up until this April, I had opted for a shadecloth roof only, allowing the orchids 


to receive all of the rain that fell. This year, however, having received 120mm (4 3/4 inches) of 


rain in the first 12 days of April, I had second thoughts. The pots in the shadehouse were very wet 
so I put a clear plastic sheet over them to protect them from further rain and for the rest of the 
Winter I will water them manually. 


I will finish off this discussion of April events by reporting that what I wrote at the beginning of 
this article has been well justified with ample reports coming in from all areas of numerous 
observations of Autumn orchids, especially Pterostylis revoluta. This orchid is being reported 
from all areas in abundance. Probably the best report comes from Rod and Jan Orr who found a 
huge colony at Mt Ida, while Jack Kellam reports many from the Whipstick, Bobby Malone tells of 
colonies at Junortoun, others at Flora Hill and so on. I made the remark to Jack Kellam that it 
must be the best year for the Autumn Greenhood that I had ever seen and he readily agreed. 


At the end of April the new orchids in flower in the shadehouse were: 

1 Pterostylis obtusa, an orchid from South-eastern Queensland, NSW, Victoria and South 
Australia, but, to my knowledge, it has never been reported from our area. It is a member of the 
Cauline group having non-flowering plants which produce only basal leaves, and flowering stems 
with stem leaf-bracts. ; 


2 Pterostylis X toveyana; this orchid is considered to be a natural hybrid between Pterostylis 
concinna and Pterostylis alata. It grows in Victoria and Tasmania but is not known from the 
Bendigo area; it is sometimes called the Trim Greenhood or the Mentone Greenhood. 


There are also several pots in the shadehouse with well-developed flower stems but no flowers yet. 
Further reports next month! 


Land Protection Seminar - Sutton Grange 
Author: Win Demeo 


On May 17, several members of the BFNC went to a seminar on land protection held at Sutton 
Grange. One hundred people were present from ‘all walks of life’: Councillors, land owners, 
field naturalists, and local residents; some were there from St Arnaud. 


Greg Eccleston gave an interesting talk on Major Mitchell's travels through Victoria and Noel 
Schoknecht spoke on land care in the Loddon-Campaspe catchment. He said that Trentham, in the 
South of the area, has 1250mm of rain and Rochester in the North has 400mm; basalt hills in the 
South were once river beds; he also showed slides of the Kimbolton area. Ian MacBean spoke 
about Land-use Planning and Education, and Terry Amos performed the official launching of 4 
Conservation Forests &Lands Land Inventory Reports. 


Lunch was provided by the Sutton Grange District ladies. After lunch we were taken on a bus tour 
around Mt Alexander, through the Kimbolton Forest and stopping at several places where our 
guide gave us a talk on the local area. We passed Jack and Jean Ipsen's home on the trip back to 
the Sutton Grange Hall for afternoon tea. 


Bird Notes and Observations from the Bird Observers Group Meeting, May 5, 1989 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Highlights 
White-breasted Sea Eagle, 1, Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 16/4/89 
Black Falcon, 2, Calivil, 10, 18 & 20/3/89 


Special Project Birds 
Australian Hobby, 1, Harcourt, 8/4/89 
Australian Hobby, 2, Sedgwick, 8/4/89 


Other Birds 

Flame Robin, 1, Epsom, 17/4/89 

Flame Robin, 1, Strathfieldsaye, 25/4/89 

Crimson Rosella, 2, Sedgwick, 25/4/89 (in mature plumage) 
Banded Lapwing, 10, Arnold, 18/4/89 (one pair nesting) 
Cattle Egret, 1, Mandurang, 16/4/89 

Blue-faced Honeyeater, 1, Maiden Gully, 21/3/89 & 29/3/89 
Blue-faced Honeyeater, 3, Sedgwick, 13/4/89 

Blue-faced Honeyeater, 2, Sedgwick, 28/4/89 

Blue-faced Honeyeater, 2, Sedgwick, 1/5/89 

Pied Currawong, 3, Strathdale 

Pied Currawong, 1, Axedale 

Olive-backed Oriole, 1, Maiden Gully, 25/12/88 
White-eared Honeyeater, 1, Maiden Gully, 12/1/89 & 19/2/89 
Grey Fantail, 1, Flora Hill, 26/4/89 

Magpie Lark, 3 adults and 2 fledglings, Epsom, 5/5/89 


Lists Submitted 

Calivil 

Maiden Gully 

Mandurang Forest 

Sedgwick 

Wetlands Survey - Barker's Creek Reservoir; Bendigo Sewerage Farm 


Notes 

Raptores seem to be making a comeback in the district with many species being sighted more 
frequently. The latest observation of 2 Black Falcons at Calivil has added to this list. The 
presence of large numbers of Stubble Quail may be offering a plentiful food source in the area. 
The Target Species raptor, the Australian Hobby, has been sighted at Harcourt and Sedgwick and 
now appears to be more common over much of the district, particularly in urban and irrigated 
areas. 


This month's highlight was the sighting of a White-breasted Sea Eagle at the Bendigo Sewerage 
Farm. The bird was observed perching in a dead tree on a lagoon island. It then flew off and was 
soon attackled by 2 Magpies. Minutes later, it was repeatedly harassed by a Little Eagle. The Sea 
Eagle rolled over to present its talons and the Little Eagle was seen to stoop from a height onto the 
larger bird. The White-breasted Sea Eagle ranges mostly around the coastal areas and larger inland 
rivers. This uncommon bird was last reported in the Bendigo area with an attempted nesting at 
Winghee Swamp in 1970. 


The earliest observation of Flame Robins this year was on 17/4/89 at Epsom, followed by another 
sighting at Strathfieldsaye on 25/4/89. Observation Report Forms indicate that these birds usually 
start to arrive in about mid-April but observations have been made in February and March. It 
would seem that these birds are only reported as they arrive and not later on, as there are only one 
or two observations after mid-May despite the fact that the bird is known to be around the district 
until August. 


The annual influx of Pied Currawongs has begun with 3 having been seen at Strathdale and one 
heard calling at Axedale. These birds are usually sighted during Autumn, mainly on the Southern 
side of Bendigo around Strathdale, Kennington, Strathfieldsaye although they have been reported 
also from Axedale. Their numbers seem to vary from year to year with only one or two birds 
reported in some years and much larger sightings in other years, for example, at Axedale in 1984 
when a flock of 50 birds was reported. 


Banded Lapwings are often seen in unimproved pastures because they prefer shorter grasses - they 
have short legs! Masked Lapwings, by contrast, have longer legs and prefer improved pastures, 
where they are commonly found. The Lapwings often seem to begin nesting after good Summer 
or Autumn rains. The sighting at Arnold of the Banded Lapwing in a fallow paddock is a record of 
an unusually early nesting for this species in this region as they normally nest in June; this early 
record can be explained by this year's early Autumn rains. 


Pied Currawong, copied from a photograph taken by David McDonald 


The Red Wattlebird 
Author: Bruce Wallace 


Most of us would have cursed the Red Wattlebird at one time or another for chasing the smaller 
honeyeaters from our gardens. Well, the other afternoon, a very subdued Red Wattlebird was 
perched on a low branch of a small eucalypt while being attacked from all directions by New 
Holland Honeyeaters. 


It was a change to see the roles reversed as the Wattlebird was unsure about just what to do as it 
cowered down in defiance, while 10 or 12 New Holland Honeyeaters kept up a constant attack; 
their alarm calls attracting further attention to the situation. 


Finally, the Wattlebird fled the area leaving the New Holland Honeyeaters to 'their' tree. 


Large Water-birds 
Author: Tony Ford 


There are many species of large water-birds which frequent the channels, creeks, and swampy 
areas of the Shire of East Loddon. Irrigation of parts of the Shire has widened the available habitat 
and therefore many of these birds have increased in number during the last Century. 


Certainly, the most numerous are the Sacred Ibis (White Ibis) and the Straw-necked Ibis; flocks of 
both species on irrigated pastures are a familiar and welcome sight to residents of East Loddon as 
they do a magnificent job of insect destruction. White Egrets, tall and graceful, are often seen 
alone, feeding along the edge of the water. Two species of Heron, the White-faced Heron (steely 
grey with a white face) and the White-necked Heron (dark black-purple body and white neck) 
enjoy a similar habitat and are often seen in pairs or in small family groups. Similarly, there are 2 
species of Spoonbill which occur here, the Yellow-billed Spoonbill and the Royal Spoonbill which 
is distinguished by having a black bill; it is also far less common in this area than the Yellow-billed 
Spoonbill. 


The largest and most spectacular of the water-birds in this area is the Brolga, which is seen 
occasionally in small numbers. Black Swans, Pelicans, and Australian Shelducks (or Mountain 
Ducks) are other large water-birds which are well-suited to life on the East Loddon Plains. The 
recent good rains have created favourable conditions for all of these species of water-birds to 
prosper. 


Orb-weaving Spiders 
Author: Tony Ford 


A genus of spiders that you regularly encounter in the East Loddon area is Araneus, the Garden 
Spider, a genus which has about 100 Australian species. Quite commonly, it is found around the 
verandahs of houses, where it builds its web in the evening. The web is a vertical orb-web with a 
hole in the middle and the spider can often be seen silhouetted against the evening sky, "staggering 
rhythmically in ever-decreasing circles as it measures and secures the spiral of sticky silk" (Clyne 
1969). It can be quite disconcerting to walk into such a web, which, unfortunately, is often found 
at about face height. Nevertheless, if our ingrained fear of spiders can be overcome even 
temporarily, it is hard not to marvel at the artistry displayed in their web-spinning. At the end of 
each night's use, the web is usually demolished, and the spider finds a secure place nearby to hide 
during the day. The hiding place is usually close to the edge of the area where the web is made 
each night, and can be found with a little effort; it may also be the same place where the egg-sac is 
hidden. 


Males are much the same size as females but have a slender abdomen and long legs and 
conspicuously clubbed palps (the second pair of appendages on a spider). The colours are 
predominantly those which offer good camouflage in gardens - browns and yellows. 


Reference: Clyne, D. (1969) A Guide to Australian Spiders. Nelson 


Bird of the night: Crested Bellbird Oreoica gutturalis 
Bird Observers Group- discussion: October 1988 
Author: Bill Flentje 


Appearance: The Crested Bellbird is a medium sized bush-bird, 20 to 23 cm long, about the same 
size as the Grey Shrike-thrush. The upper plumage is of a general grey to brown colour and the 
under-body is a light buff to white colour. The strong, pointed bill is surrounded by white 
plumage which also includes the forehead, chin, and face in front of the eyes. The eyes are bright 
orange and the white face is surrounded by a margin of black feathers above and below the eyes 
which increases in width to include the lower part of the throat and tne breast. 


The female differs from the male in that the eye is straw-coloured, the head is mainly grey-brown 
with a small patch of white on the throat and chin. Despite popular belief and descriptions given in 
most bird books, it must be emphasised that, as with the male, the female also has a prominent 
black crest on the crown of the head which is capable of erection. When not raised, the black crest 
forms a dark patch on the crown of the head. 


Calls: The main song is ventriloquial, beginning very quietly and gradually increasing in volume 
to be loud enough to carry over a long distance. [t consists of a succession of a short series of bell- 
like notes, each series of several notes being repeated at short intervals and each succession lasting 
up to a couple of minutes. Each series of notes usually consists of the same frequency, except for 
one note which is at a much lower frequency. This particular note may be placed at the end of each 
series or it may be the one before the end note. Also, the following succession of calls may all be 
on a higher or lower frequency. It has been said by competent musicians that the calls of Crested 
Bellbirds cover 3 octaves. It is believed also that the songs are only made by the male birds. Other 
calls, at times, include occasional, subdued, plaintive notes and harsh 2 or 3 syllable notes while 
feeding on the ground, possibly when agitated. 


Habitat: Crested Bellbirds are found in all habitats in the Bendigo district including Mallee, Grey 
Box, Yellow Gum and Red Ironbark forests and woodlands. They are just as much at home on 
the ground as they are in the treetops. They are found throughout the district but are not really 
numerous. 


Breeding: In this district, Bellbirds do not usually begin nesting before the warmer weather begins 
in October. Nests are usually built less than 1m above the ground (about 4 to 5 feet) in Silky 
Hakea or Melaleuca bushes or on stumps which have re-growth forming a fork, and other similar 


suitable situations. Nests have been found as high as 3m (about 10 feet) and as low as 1/3m 


(about 1 foot) above the ground. The nest is built of fine twigs, roots, and strips of bark and is 
more or less basin shaped. Usually, 2 or 3 eggs are laid, but sometimes 4; they are white, 
sparsely spotted with black. A remarkable feature is the inevitable presence of numerous 
caterpillars in and around their nests; these are usually mobile but appear to be semi-paralysed and 
apparently stay, or are kept at the nest and are often seen on the eggs. They do not seem to be 
eaten, as a number of their dried skins may be seen in the nest after the young have flown. 


Information seems to be lacking on whether the male helps in building the nest, sharing the 
incubation of the eggs and brooding of the young, and during the fledging period. The male feeds 
the female while she is brooding and helps to feed the young. The young seem to leave the nest 
before they can actually fly. 


Food: Their food consists of a variety of insects, probably gained mainly from the ground where 
they spend a lot of time feeding. Grasshoppers, insect grubs, and centipedes have been observed 
as food brought to the nest. j 

General: None of the Bendigo Bird Observers has recorded any observations of Cuckoo's eggs in 
Bellbirds' nests and a suggestion has been made that the presence of the caterpillars may deter 
Cuckoos, however, the reason for the presence of the caterpillars remains a mystery. Grey Shrike- 
thrushes have similar nests and eggs to the Crested Bellbirds but the eggs of the Shrike-thrush 
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have brownish blotches instead of black spots, and caterpillars are not present in Grey Shrike- 
thrush nests. 


The main songs are usually made when they are perched high in trees but sometimes when they are 
perched in shrubs; they sing occasionally in Winter but more often in Spring, Summer and 
Autumn. 


The Crested Bellbird of Central and Northern Victoria should not be confused with the Bell-miner 
of Eastern Victoria. 


The Bool Lagoon Game Reserve and Hack Lagoon Conservation Park in the South 
East of South Australia 
Author: David McDonald 


This 2500 hectare wetland is home to 79 waterbird species, 48 of these breeding on the lagoon or 
in the Reserve; as only 54 of the 79 species found there, breed anywhere in Australia, this area has 
a very high proportion and so is a very important breeding area for Australian waterbirds. 


Boardwalks have been constructed for visitors but have been taken over as a perch by the 
successfully re-introduced Magpie Geese, hundreds of which can be seen lining the boardwalk at 
dawn. 


The area is also a large rookery for Ibis, Egrets and Spoonbills with up to 40,000 of these birds 
breeding at the Reserve and Lagoon in some years. Swamp Harriers soaring above the reeds and 
rushes are also a common sight. Brolgas are an often recorded sighting at Bool Lagoon and bring 
the Bird List to 141 recorded species. 


My lightning visit on a cool, wet day in January 1989, provided me with little time to see many of 
the species on the list, however 'friends' were made with the local tourist guide, the Emu, who 
seemed more intent on searching the inside of the car for contraband food than in showing us 
around. 


The Bool Lagoon Game Reserve is used for duck shooting in the open season; the conservation 


values of the Reserve, particularly with regard to the rarer species such as the Magpie Geese and 
the Brolga, seem to be in obvious conflict with the use of the area for hunting. 


Committee Report: May 1989 
Author: Lyn Hamilton, Secretary 


1 The BFENC has nominated for inclusion in the Community Interest Representation 
category, for the Bendigo Region Land Protection Regional Advisory Committee. 


2 The Club has provided leaders for the Geelong FNC Campout in the Whipstick during the 
June long-weekend. 


3 A submission is being prepared in response to the Whipstick Public Lands Proposed 
Management Plan. » 
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Excursion Notices 
Author: Bruce Wallace 


Bird Observers Group Campout 
A weekend campout is planned for Saturday and Sunday, November 4 & 5, at Spring Dam near 
Inglewood. More information will be provided in a later Whurakee. 


August Excursion 13/8/89 

The planned excursion is to the Cascades on the Coliban River and to the Mitchell Falls on the 
Campaspe. As well as the usual lunch, morning and afternoon teas etc, you will need to bring wet- 
weather gear, including suitable waterproof footwear as conditions could be wet! 
We will leave Havlin Street at 10am; John Lindner will be our leader. 


Spring Campout - WVFNCA 
The Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club will host the early Spring campout for the WVFNCA from 
Friday, September 8 to Sunday September 10, 1989. The planned program is: 


Friday September 8 8pm, Castlemaine High School Canteen, Lawson Parade, ‘The 
Castlemaine District’ - talk and slides by Castlemaine Field 
Naturalists. 

Saturday September 9 9am, Half day excursion - meet at the Botanic Gardens Rose Garden 


Car-park, Downes Road. 

1:30pm, Half-day excursion - same meeting place as for the 
morning excursion. 

5:30pm, Evening meal at Christ Church Anglican Hall, corner of 
Kennedy and Forest Streets. 

7pm Meeting of WVFNCA, Christ Church Hall. 

8pm ‘Caring for Orphan Animals’ Speaker: Beri Perry. 


Sunday September 10 9 am, Half-day excursion; meet in Botanic Gardens Car-park, 
Downes Road. 
12:30pm, Lunch in Castlemaine Botanic Gardens. BBQ materials 
are available IF ORDERED! at $2 per person (contact Bruce 
Wallace if you require an order form); orders are required by 
September 2. 


The excursions planned include: 
Saturday 9am 
Guildford - Birdwatching 
Kalimna Reserve - Wildflowers 
Barker's Creek Reservoir - Geological features 
Saturday 1:30pm 
Wattle Flat - Walk 
Glenluce - Springs and forest 
Fryerstown - Tour 
Wildflower tour 
Sunday 9am 
Gower and Muckleford - Birdwatching 
Mount Alexander tour 
Wildflower tour 


Accommodation: Please make your own arrangements - there are 2 Caravan Parks, 5 Motels 
and 1 Guest House. 


Diary 
Meetings 
Wednesday July 12 


Wednesday August 9 
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'Reafforestation after gold mining’. Marilyn Sprague. 


'The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act and how it affects us’. 
Noel Schoknecht. 


Wednesday September 13. Annual General Meeting. President's Address. 


Wednesday October 11 The Regent Honeyeater survey. Don Franklin. 


Bird Observers Group 

‘Friday August 4, 7:30 pm, Department of Agriculture, Epsom. a 
Bird of the Night: Brown Goshawk. 
Speaker: Tom Burton - A Study of Silvereyes in Vineyards. 


Botany Group 


Thursday July 27, 7:30 pm, J. Kellam's home, 7 Patrick Street, Bendigo. 


Mammal Survey Group 
Thursday July 20, 7:30 pm, July 20, R Moors' home, Sedgwick (396254). 


Committee meeting 
Wednesday July 19, Win Demeo's home, 8:00 pm, . 


Excursions 
July 17 


August 13 


August 27 


September 3 


September 17 


September 23 to 30 
October 15 


October 21 & 22 


Geology of the Sedgwick area - leaders: Rob Moors; Laurie Leeson. Meet 
at 2pm, Havlin Street. 


Waterfalls: The Cascades on the Coliban River and the Mitchell Falls on 
the Campaspe River - leader: John Lindner. Meet at 10am, Havlin 
Street. 


Whipstick State Park: The Whirrakee wattle (Acacia williamsonit) should 
be flowering. We will leave Havlin Street at 1:30pm, half an hour earlier 
than usual to allow us more time in the bush. Leader: Bruce Wallace. 


The Whipstick: Spend the afternoon at Flagstaff Hill and walking the Old 
Tom Mine Circuit; not looking for anything in particular, just at what is in 
flower. Meet at Havlin Street at 1:30pm, half an hour earlier than usual to 
allow us more time there. Leader: Bruce Wallace. 


Diamond Hill/German Gully area - leader: Rod Orr. Meet at 2pm, Havlin 
Street. 


Campout - Big Billy Bore (details to follow in a later issue) 


Grevillea obtecta in the Fryerstown area - leader: Ian Evans. Meet at 
10am, Havlin Street. 


WVENCA Quarterly Meeting at Creswick (details to follow in a later 
edition). 


Invitation from the Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club 
Interested members of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club are invited to attend an illustrated talk on 
Early Australian Botanists, which will be presented by voluntary guides from the Royal Botanical 


Gardens, Melbourne, 


at the Castlemaine High School, Lawson Parade, North Castlemaine, on 


Friday, August 11, at 8pm. 
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